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Everyone who asks receives, and everyone 
who searches finds, and for everyone who 

knocks, the door will be opened.   
Matthew 7:8 

The Chrismon Tree and Chrismons -- A Meaningful Symbol of Jesus Christ  
 
Dear New Hope Saints,  
 
Since we are starting a new tradition here at New Hope this Advent Season (2015) by displaying our first 
Chrismon Tree. I decided to explore the rich meaning of our Christian faith through the symbols of Christ. I 
hope you enjoy reading this article as we go forth into the Season of Advent.  
 
A Chrismon is a Christian symbol representing Jesus Christ.  The term chrismon comes from the Latin phrase 
"Christi monogramma", meaning "monogram of Christ".  Since early Christianity, the term chrismon has    
traditionally referred to any symbol or figure suggestive of the name of Christ.  In the 20th century the term 
also started to be used in a wider sense to refer to ornaments that are "symbols for Christ or some part of 
Christ's ministry."  These are most often used during Advent and Christmas. Chrismons are a special type of 
Christmas Tree decoration used in many Churches and often in the homes of Christians.  The symbols used 
represent a variety of biblical and theological concepts that are well known among most believers.  Often, if 
the ornaments on a Christmas Tree are comprised mostly of Christian symbols, the tree is known as a 
"Chrismon Tree."  Chrismons are white with gold decorations of beads, combined with ribbon and glitter.   
 
Throughout the ages, Chrismon symbols have served as visual representations of spiritual truths. For those  
unable to read, they also provided a means of teaching the great doctrines and events of the Bible in a way   
that could be easily understood and remembered. The use of Christian symbols dates back to the First        
Century.  They were painted or carved on the walls of catacombs, tombs, and Churches. They are found in 
some of Christendom's most famous paintings and frescos. In keeping with this ancient tradition, there are a 
large collection of symbols, both ancient and contemporary, Christian art suitable for hanging on Christmas 
Trees. Each Chrismon represent Christ's historical and spiritual significance.  
 
A Chrismon Tree is an evergreen tree often displayed in a Church during Advent and Christmas time.  The 
Chrismon Tree was first used by North American Lutherans in 1957, although the practice has rapidly spread 
to other ecumenical Christian denominations, including Anglicans, Catholics, Methodists, and the Reformed. 
As with the Christmas Tree, the evergreen tree, for Christians, "symbolizes the eternal life Jesus Christ       
provides" for all of us.   
 

However, the Chrismon Tree differs from the traditional Christmas Tree in that it "is decorated only with   
clear lights and Chrismons made from white and gold material", the latter two being the liturgical colors of   
the Christmas season. The Chrismon Tree is adorned with Chrismons, "ancient symbols for Christ or some  
part of Christ's ministry: the fish, the Cross, shepherd's crook, chalice, angel, crown of Christ, and others."  
The many symbols of the Chrismon Tree direct our attention to the nature and ultimate work of Christ, which 
is especially helpful during the Season of Advent.  
 
The Chrismon Tree or display of Christian symbols is most significant only when those who see the symbols 
understand their meaning. Which in turn helps all to remember the real purpose of the Season of Advent:   
Each Chrismon helps us celebrate and remember the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  



 
 This year, at New Hope, it's my hope that we focus more on the "true meaning of Christmas."    
 We read a great deal about commercialism at Christmastime and about attempts to "put Christ   
 back into Christmas." This year, our first Chrismon Tree is adorned with handmade Chrismons,   
 made with great love and care by those in our congregation, our community, and our  
 ecumenical friends in the Southern Province.  Together, they create a rich display of the works   
 of Christ Jesus; His life, His ministry, His death and His Resurrection. As you gaze upon the   
 Chrismon Tree this year, take a few moments to value and cherish what each Chrismon            
 represents. Take a moment to ponder the richness of Christ' story, as told by each Chrismon.   
 Take a moment to learn from the symbols of Christ' life, ministry, death and Resurrection as  
 never before. Then take a moment to thank God for His love and His gift of eternal life for all   
 who will believe.  
 
 
 Chrismons on the Chrismon Tree represent Christ (Here are a few of the many symbols):  
 
 Alpha & Omega: The fir st and last letters of the Greek alphabet, refer red to in  
 Revelation  1:8: "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was,  
 and who is to come, the Almighty." 
 
 Tau Cross with a Brazen Serpent: A symbol of John 3:14: " Just as Moses lifted up the   
 snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up." 
 
 Jerusalem Cross (Crusaders Cross): Emblem of missionary work., " the large center   
 cross represents the original church in Jerusalem, and the smaller crosses represent the four  
 corners of the earth to which Christianity has spread. 
 
 Greek Cross: An ancient cross having arms of equal length. The arms end in an trefoil  
 suggesting the Holy Trinity. 
 
 Latin Cross: The actual form of the Cross upon which our  Lord was crucified.  
 
 Star: The star  lead the wise men to the baby Jesus; " ...the star  which they had seen in       
 the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was..."  
 Matthew 2:1-12. 
 
 Eight-Pointed Star:  The symbol for  regeneration.  
 
 Fish: Greek (ixthus)— One of the most important symbols of Christ to the early Christians.   
 Christians were often put to death for practicing their faith, so they worshiped in secret places.  
 A fish painted on the outside door of a house let other Christians know they would be safe and  
 welcomed. Jesus said, "Follow me and I will make you fishers of men" Matthew 4:19. 
 
 Lamb: Symbol of Chr ist as the Paschal Lamb (our  " Lamb Has Conquered Let Us  
 Follow Him"). John 1:29- "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world!"  
 
 Butterfly: The beautiful butter fly, the power  of flight, emerging from the apparently  
 lifeless cocoon: offer a perfect symbol of Christ Resurrection? 
 
  



 
 Dove: Symbol of the Holy Spir it; a representations of our  Lord's Baptism and the            
 Pentecost.   
 
 The Good Shepherd: Some of the ear liest depictions of Chr ist show Him as the Good  
 Shepherd. This type of representation is found in the Catacombs.  
 
 Rainbow: Sign of the Covenant with Noah. Its 7 colors (red, orange, yellow, green, blue,  
 indigo, and violet) recall the 7 Sacraments (7 is the sign of Covenant and completion).  
 
 Scallop Sea Shell: Symbolizes Baptism and is found frequently on Baptismal fonts. 
 
 Chalice: "Then He took the Cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,  
 all of you.  For this is My blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for many for the  
 remission of sins" Matthew 26:27-28. 
 
 Grapes: Symbolize the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 
 Crown: Symbolizes sovereignty and shows that Chr ist is the Ruler  over  all Creation. 
 
 Dove: " And the Holy Spir it descended on him in bodily form like a dove"  Luke 3:22. 
 
 I.H.S.: The initial letters of Jesus Hominum Satvator—"Jesus Savior of Man."  
 
 Bible: " And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was  
 said in all the Scriptures concerning himself" Luke 24:27. 
 
 Brother and Sisters, it is my hope, this Season of Advent as you look upon the beautiful  
 handmade Chrismons upon New Hope's Chrismon Tree, that you will not look upon them as   
 "just another Christmas decoration." I hope instead, that you will see a clear statement of your   
 deep faith and hope in the One and Only Savior Jesus Christ. May each Chrismon emphasize  
 to you and others, the true meaning of this Holy Season...."Jesus is the reason for the Season."  
 
 God bless you this Season of Advent! May you find the "Christ of Christmas" this year! 
 
 In Christ Love and Service,  
 

 Pastor Betty 

 
 

Brett, Amanda and Leela Sain will be serving cake at the Christmas  
Pageant Dinner to celebrate Ping Jun’s 8th Birthday! 



 

Our annual Church Council was held Sunday, November 15th following worship.  
Newly elected Board of Elders members are  

Pam Prevatte, Margaret Schultz and Steve Bumgarner.  
Those whose terms are expiring are  

Karen Warren, Malissa Bumgarner and Jane Bumgarner.  
Also elected for a 2 year term as RCC representative was Malissa Bumgarner.  

Pam Prevatte is serving the 2nd year of her 2 year term.  
Congratulations to those elected as they serve our New Hope Church family.  

 
The budget for 2016 was presented as information by  

Mark Bumgarner, Stewardship chair. 
Also given to the congregation was “Opportunites of Service”,  

listing the committees and various groups and tasks of the  
church that need the support of our New Hope members. 

  

 

Candle Trim 

 

  Isn't the sight of all those red trimmed beeswax candles on the trays at    
  New Hope's Christmas Eve Lovefeast just beautiful? Ever wonder who  
  does all that trimming...well it's a group of dedicated women of the  
  church who take one night and together trim all those candles. It is  
  truly a labor of love for those of us who have been doing it for many,  
  many years but we could certainly use your help. Men and  women are  
  invited to join us on Tuesday, December 8th at 6:30 in the fellowship   
  hall.  As in past years, those who would like to bring cookies to share  
  and exchange are invited to do so. Coffee and punch will be furnished.  
 
  Come enjoy the fun and fellowship!  



 

Service and Witness News 
 

  Thanks to everyone who filled and returned the Salvation Army  
  stockings.  These are returned to them to be distributed to the children   
  they serve.  Your generosity is most appreciated!  
 
  Malissa and I mailed care packages to our college students.  Please  
  keep them in your prayers as they prepare for end of semester projects  
  and exams.   
 
  We will be serving a covered dish for our workers and musicians  
  between the 5 and 7:30 Christmas Eve services. We ask that those of  
  you who will be involved please bring food and beverages to share.  We   
  will have bottled water available.  
 
  Thank you for all your support, hard work and generosity throughout the    
  past year.  Looking forward to an active and exciting 2016.  
 
  With Christian love,  
  Karen  

A  Special Thank You 

 

New Hope will adding a Chrismon Tree to our sanctuary for the    
Advent and Christmas season. This would not have been possible  
without many of you sharing your time and talents in making the 
Chrismons. A heartfelt thank you to Joe Hatley and Nancy Miller   
for leading our Chrismon Workshops. Also a special thank you to    

the ladies who meet at Clemmons Moravian Church for their       
guidance, support and encouragement in making this project a      

success. To our Women’s Fellowship of New Hope, thank you for   
your financial support in providing our materials.  

May our Chrismon Tree be a blessing to each of us during           
this season. 





 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
“Not a Silent Night”     

Mary Looks Back To Bethlehem 
 

 

  Please join us as we prepare our hearts for Christmas by looking at Jesus’ life    

  through Mary’s eyes. You are invited to an Advent Bible Study, which begins  

  Sunday, Nov. 29th at 10:00 in the fellowship hall. This unique study is led by one          

  of our favorite authors Adam Hamilton; he also wrote “The Journey” and “The  

  Way”. It begins with Mary’s last years and death as weekly we move our way  

  backwards to Jesus’ birth. We will learn of the gifts Mary received at each stage  

  of Jesus’ life.  This year, experience Advent and Christmas with Mary. 

Candle Tea 2015 
 

  New Hope Moravian Church will be hosting it's 33rd Annual Candle Tea   
  and Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December 5th from 9:00-1:00. We  
  open our doors to our community to share with them our customs and  
  traditions, ones that makes this time of the year so very special in our  
  church. Most of our church members are involved in helping make  
  Candle Tea such a success.  
 
  Thank you to those who have volunteered to be with us that day to   
  work, those who have donated handmade items for our bazaar and  
  most especially those who baked some wonderful treats for our bakery.   
  We have members who bought and sold quilt tickets, helped make   
  chicken and apple pies, helped Mark get the outside grounds ready for  
  our guests, took flyers to local businesses to tell people about Candle  
  Tea, helped clean the inside of the church and move furniture to help  
  set up and those wonderful people who prayed for our day to be a  
  success. Women's Fellowship thanks each of you for all your help.  
   
  Cheryl Hendrix  



        Pray Every Day December 2015 
 

1. Truly my soul finds rest in God. Pray for Charlie, Vicki and Family serving with Bridges International in 
campus ministry in TX. 

2. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack. Pray for Dusty & Christin Harrison at Clemson           
University (www.greekiv.org) serving in campus ministry. 

3. Christ says, "I know your works." Pray for the Moravian Volunteer Resources and all affected by       
disasters, including flooding in SC. 

4. God shows no partiality. Pray for the Woos serving in Asia and for healing. 
5. Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God. Pray for Ed Dehnert and Barb Weide,    

Alaska Bible Seminary, and for the family of Bishop Peter Green who passed away 11/20/15. 

6. Arise, shine; for your light has come. Pray for the Antioch Project and for Jill Kolodziej, Dir. 
7. The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord. Pray for Safiatu and Mohamed Braima in the        

Mission area of Sierra Leone. 

8. Worship him who made heaven and earth. Pray for Steve & Ann Marx, serving with MAF in Nampa, ID. 
9. My eyes are fixed on you, O sovereign Lord. Pray for Brian (pilot) & Heather Marx (chalk artist )      

serving with MAF Bmarx@maf.org 
10. Not one sparrow will fall to the ground unseen by the father. Pray for Dusty & Christin Harrison at  

Clemson University serving in campus ministry   www.greekiv.org   
11. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching. Pray for Justin Rabbach, Director of Mission     

Engagement  justin@moravianmission.org 

12. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him. Pray for the well-drilling efforts in Ahuas, 
Honduras. 

13. The fear of the Lord is instruction in wisdom. Pray for Rob & Anne (healing) Thiessen in Mexico. 

14. Mortals look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart. Pray for Moravian              
Fellowships and young congregations and declining congregations. 

15. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good. Pray for leaders of mission efforts, Mission Societies, & Boards. 

16. Jesus welcomed them, and spoke to them about the kingdom of God. Pray for K & C serving the Magi 
People in the Middle East. 

17. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts for the coming of the Lord is near. Pray for the      
Mission Areas of Sierra Leone, Cuba, and Peru. 

18. Abraham was convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Pray for the advisory board   
of the Unity Women’s Desk. 

19. Turn back to the Lord whom you have deeply betrayed. Pray for many to be blessed by the Moravian 
Prayer Movement meeting at Ardmore Moravian 12/19 from 4 – 5 pm. 

20. Praise him for his acts of power. Pray for Annie B. Mission with Star Mountain in Palestine. 
21. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. Pray for George Goff and Wayne Miller with Wings of    

Mercy in Honduras. 

22. Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you. Pray for Moravian Church/clinic Honduras. 
23. While the son was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion. Pray for Phil and Dr. 

Eunice Raiford serving with CTEN in San Juquilla, Mexico. 
24. Your sins have hidden the Lord's face from you. Pray for the Likewise Aids Ministry. 
25. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God. Pray for Adopt A Village Program, TZ. 
26. We must pay greater attention to what we have heard so that we will not drift away. Pray for Ruth 

Snyder and Claire Wilson with “Changed Choices.” 
27. You did not choose me but I chose you. Pray for Michael & Brenda Brent, Campus Crusade, Croatia. 

28. The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey. Pray for Dr. Louis and Susan Sutton with WEC. 
(World Evangelization for Christ). 

29. God gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who understand. Pray for Ashley and Phil                       
Sineath with Campus Outreach Global, AL  

30. He heals the broken hearted, and binds up their wounds. Pray for Michael, Cecilia, and Blessing    
Tesh, serving in the Ray of Hope orphanage in Kenya. 

31. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Pray for Drs. Bill and Peggy       
Hoffman with HIV/AIDS ministry in Tanzania. 

 
Helen Gulledge Email: helengulledge1090@gmail.com 

http://www.greekiv.org/
mailto:Bmarx@maf.org
http://www.greekiv.org/
mailto:justin@moravianmission.org

