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Christ says, "Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me." John 15:4 (NRSV)
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A Wonderful Christmas Morning
I recently ran across this story entitled A W onderful Christmas Morning (author unknown). My first thought,
this is a Christmas story that needs to be shared with others. A mother writes, "In September 1960, I woke up
one morning with six hungry babies and just 75 cents in my pocket. Their father was gone. The boys ranged
from three months to seven years; their sister was two. Their Dad had never been much more than a presence
they feared. Whenever they heard his tires crunch on the gravel driveway they would scramble to hide under
their beds.
He did manage to leave $15 a week to buy groceries. Now that he had decided to leave, there would be no
more beatings, but no food either. If there was a welfare system in effect in southern Indiana at that time, I

certainly knew nothing about it. I scrubbed the kids until they looked brand new and then put on my best
homemade dress, loaded them into the rusty old 51 Chevy and drove off to find a job.
The seven of us went to every factory, store and restaurant in our small town. No luck. The kids stayed
crammed into the car and tried to be quiet while I tried to convince whoever would listen that I was willing to
learn or do anything. I had to have a job. Still no luck. The last place we went to, just a few miles out of town
was an old Root Beer Barrel drive-in that had been converted to a truck stop. It was called the Big W heel.
An old lady named Granny owned the place and she peeked out of the window from time to time at all those
kids. She needed someone on the graveyard shift, 11 at night until seven in the morning. She paid 65 cents an

hour, and I could start that night. I raced home and called the teenager down the street that baby-sat for people.
I bargained with her to come and sleep on my sofa for a dollar a night. She could arrive with her pajamas on
and the kids would already be asleep. This seemed like a good arrangement to her, so we made a deal. That
night when the little ones and I knelt to say our prayers, we all thanked God for finding Mommy a job. And so
I started at the Big W heel.
When I got home in the mornings I woke the baby-sitter up and sent her home with one dollar of my tip money
-- fully half of what I averaged every night. As the weeks went by, heating bills added a strain to my meager
wage. The tires on the old Chevy had the consistency of penny balloons and began to leak. I had to fill them
with air on the way to work and again every morning before I could go home.

One bleak fall morning, I dragged myself to the car to go home and found four tires in the back
seat. New tires! There was no note, no nothing, just those beautiful brand new tires. Had angels
taken up residence in Indiana I wondered? I made a deal with the local service station. In
exchange for his mounting the new tires, I would clean up his office. I remember it took me a
lot longer to scrub his floor than it did for him to do the tires.
I was now working six nights instead of five and it still wasn't enough. Christmas was coming
and I knew there would be no money for toys for the kids. I found a can of red paint and started

repairing and painting some old toys - then hid them in the basement so there would be
something for Santa to deliver on Christmas morning. Clothes were a worry too. I was sewing
patches on top of patches on the boy’s pants and soon they would be too far gone to repair.
On Christmas Eve the usual customers were drinking coffee in the Big W heel. There were the
truckers, Les, Frank, and Jim, and a state trooper named Joe. A few musicians were hanging
around after a gig at the Legion and were dropping nickels in the pinball machine. The regulars
all just sat around and talked through the wee hours of the morning and then left to get home
before the sun came up.

When it was time for me to go home at seven o'clock on Christmas morning, to my amazement,
my old battered Chevy was filled full to the top with boxes of all shapes and sizes. I quickly
opened the driver's side door, crawled inside and kneeled in the front facing the back seat.
Reaching back, I pulled off the lid of the top box. Inside was a whole case of little blue jeans,
sizes 2-10! I looked inside another box: It was full of shirts to go with the jeans.
Then I peeked inside some of the other boxes. There was candy and nuts and bananas and bags
of groceries. There was an enormous ham for baking, and canned vegetables and potatoes. There
was pudding and Jell-O and cookies, pie filling and flour. There was a whole bag of laundry
supplies and cleaning items. And there were five toy trucks and one beautiful little doll. As I
drove back through empty streets as the sun slowly rose on this most amazing Christmas Day of
my life, I was sobbing with gratitude. And I will never forget the joy on the faces of my little
ones that precious morning.
Yes, there were angels in Indiana that long-ago December. And they all hung out at the Big
Wheel Truck Stop." http://www.thoughts-about-god.com/christmas/wonderful_morn.htm

Matthew 2:11 states, “They saw the child and his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him.” Do you worship the Christ child...Jesus the Christ with your words and actions?
Do you worship Him with your heart? Do you minister to those around you when they have
need? Are you an angel to those in need? Perhaps, this Advent season, is a good time to start!
Most Gracious and Loving God, this Advent season, I ask you to bless all who read and share
this story. Show them a new revelation of Your wondrous love, mighty power and abundance.
Help them to receive if they have need, and to give to others as they are able during Christmas

and all throughout the year. Use us Lord to bring love and joy into someone else’s life. Amen.
Merry Christmas,
Pastor Betty

American Red Cross Blood Drive
When: Monday, J anuar y 16th
2:00pm-6:30pm
Where: New Hope Mor avian Church
How: To schedule an appointment, go to www.redcrossblood.or g,
enter sponsor code: “New Hope Moravian”

Catawba Valley Community Chorus
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, Newton
Friday/December 9th/7:00 PM
Millers Lutheran Church, Hickory
Sunday/December 11th/3:00 PM
Abernathy Laurels, Newton
Monday/December 12th/7:00 PM

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hickory
Saturday/December 17th/7:00 PM

Candle Trim
Isn't the sight of all those red trimmed beeswax candles on the trays at
New Hope's Christmas Eve Lovefeast just beautiful? Ever wonder who
does all that trimming...well it's a group of dedicated women of the
church who take one night and together trim all those candles. It is
truly a labor of love for those of us who have been doing it for many,
many years but we could certainly use your help. Men and women are
invited to join us on Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 in the fellowship
hall. As in past years, those who would like to bring cookies to share
and exchange are invited to do so. Coffee and punch will be furnished.
Come enjoy the fun and fellowship!

Service and Witness News
Thanks to everyone who filled and returned the Salvation Army
stockings. These were returned to them to be distributed to the children
they serve. Your generosity is most appreciated!
We will be serving a covered dish for our workers and musicians
between the 5 and 7:30 Christmas Eve services. We ask that those of
you who will be involved please bring food and beverages to share. We
will have bottled water available.
Thank you for all your support, hard work and generosity throughout the
past year. Looking forward to an active and exciting 2017.
With Christian love,
Karen

Candle Tea 2016
New Hope Moravian Church will be hosting it's 34th Annual Candle Tea
and Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December 3th from 9:00-1:00. We
open our doors to our community to share with them our customs and
traditions, ones that makes this time of the year so very special in our
church. Most of our church members are involved in helping make
Candle Tea such a success.

Thank you to those who volunteered to be with us that day to
work, those who have donated handmade items for our bazaar and
most especially those who baked some wonderful treats for our bakery.
We have members who bought and sold quilt tickets, helped make
chicken and apple pies, helped decorate, took flyers to local businesses
to tell people about Candle Tea, helped clean the inside of the church
and move furniture to help set up and those wonderful people who
prayed for our day to be a success. Women's Fellowship thanks each of
you for all your help.

Just wanted to thank the New Hope
Meal Ministry for the wonderful food
brought to us. The support of our
church family has been a true blessing!
Thanks again for all the prayers and
love!
Blessings,
Margaret & Tom

Dear New Hope Saints,
Thank you for the beautiful
basket celebrating 4 years and
all the wonderful items and
goodies in the basket! I will
put all of them to good use.
You all, are the best “I Love

You” dearly. I am so very
blessed to be your pastor!
Blessings,

Cheryl, Jane & New Hope Women’s Circle,
Many thanks for the meal you provided for
us when we returned home from Jeff’s
surgery. We feel very blessed to have such
loving ladies looking after us and praying
for us. Thanks again!
Love
Jeff & Denise

Dear New Hope Family,
Words cannot express the love and gratitude we feel
for all of you - for the food, paper products, prayers,
cards, phone calls, etc. I really do not know who all
was involved, especially with Aaron’s beautiful and
meaningful memorial service. We were able to focus
on family and friends, knowing that the many details
would be taken care of by all of you.
We truly have a church family!
Love, Thelma, Dan
Kimberly & Autumn

Pastor Betty

Pastor Betty Helms,
I wanted to thank you for inviting me
to New Hope & allowing me to talk
about Sipe’s.
The love offering was very generous.
My mother commented several
times how friendly & welcoming the
people were.
Someone even gave Isaiah, my son,
extra rolls to take home.
Thanks again & God Bless
Jamie Brown

Pray Every Day December 2016
1. Keep hold of instruction; do not let go. Pray for Charlie & Vickie Brent & Family with Bridges International in
campus ministry.
2. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. Pray for Michael & Brenda Brent - Campus Crusade in Croatia.
3. Truly God is good to the upright, to those who are pure in heart. Pray for Dusty & Christin Harrison (Greek
InterVarsity, Clemson) and the students they are serving. (www.greekiv.org)
4. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. Pray for Kevin & Charity - Middle East.
5. Be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God. Pray for Steve & Ann Marx with MAF.
6. No one sows a piece of unshrunk cloth to an old cloak; else the patch pulled away from it and a worse tear is
made. Pray for Alas de Socorro and the aviation ministry in Honduras.
7. Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed. Pray for Phil & Eunice Raiford, MX.
8. Blessed are those who hear the word of God and obey it! Pray for Phil & Ashley Sineath -Campus Outreach
Global.
9. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Pray for Dr. Louis and Susan Sutton serving with
WEC (World Evangelization for Christ).
10. Those who went ahead and those who followed where shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord!" Pray for Michael, Cecilia, and Blessing Tesh serving at the Ray of Hope
Orphanage in Kenya.
11. The strong, do not fear! Here is your God. Pray for Rob and Anne Thiessen in Mexico.
12. Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Pray for the Woo Family on medical
leave.
13. Show me your glory, I pray. Pray for Safiatu and Mohamed Braima in the Mission area of Sierra Leone.
14. We are God's fellow workers. Pray for Rick Nelson’s travels in the US until mid-January.
15. Fathers make known to your children your faithfulness. Pray for Antioch Project, Jill Kolodziej, Dir., & BWM
Staff.
16. Do you not realize that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? Pray for Ed Dehnert & Barb
Weide AK, Bible Seminary, Bethel, AK
17. I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. Pray for Drs. Bill & Peggy Hoffman
with HIV/AIDS ministry.
18. For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you. Pray for Ruth
Snyder, Claire Wilson with “Changed Choices.”
19. Restore us, oh Lord of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. Pray for Annie B. Mission at Star
Mountain in Palestine
20. From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. Pray for Western Tanzania mission outreach to
Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, and Burundi.
21. With the judgment you make your will be judged. Pray for Joe Jarvis & the work with Cuban Moravian
Church.
22. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit says the Lord of hosts. Pray for Allen and Deedee Iobst in Spain
in campus ministry.
23. All the ends of the earth shall turn to the Lord. Pray for Justin Rabbach, Dir. of Volunteer Resources.
24. If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. Pray for Charlie & Vickie Brent and Family serving with
Bridges International in campus ministry.
25. Christmas Day. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly. Pray for the
Mission Areas of Sierra Leone, Cuba, & Peru.
26. The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. Pray for disaster relief efforts and the victims in NC and the world.
27. Jesus said, "take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well." Pray for the Ahuas Medical Clinic and the
church in Ahuas, Honduras.
28. From the cloud there came a voice, "this is my son, the beloved; listen to him!" Pray for the advisory board of
the Unity Women’s Desk.
29. The Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost. Pray for the Solar Program and the Food Program in
the Sierra Leone Moravian Church.
30. In the world you face persecution, but take courage; Jesus has conquered the world! Pray for our retired
ministers.
31. How very good and pleasant it is when kindreds live together in unity! Pray for spiritual renewal in our hearts
and around the world.

